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“A monument’s persistence or permanence is a result  of its capacity to constitute 
the city, its history and art, its being and memory.”

Aldo Rossi

“I’ve always been a daydreamer. When the other kids were playing, I was listening 
to the roar at Yankee Stadium - I was always attracted to the roar of the crowd.”

Sean Combs

“You can spend the money on new housing for poor people and the homeless, or 
you can spend it on a football stadium or a golf course.”

Jello Biafra

“My very best memory of Montreal was the moment inside the Olympic arena 
when I was waiting under the stadium and those majestic gates opened up. It was 
a whole other world.”

Sugar Ray Leonord

“The mission of intercollegiate athletics at South Dakota State University is to 
passionately and relentlessly create an environment rooted in sportsmanship 
and ethical conduct where motivated student-athletes can develop into lifelong 
champions.”

SDSU Athletic Facilities Master Plan

Football Training Center + Stadium | Chartier Corbasson Architects | Amiens, France 

smallstadiumbiglandscape2014.wordpress.com
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STUDIO DESCRIPTION For the next ten (10) weeks you will be designing a mixed-use stadium for the SDSU women’s soccer 
team.  The context of this vertical building studio is based upon the parameters that frame the urban 
implications of designing a small scale stadium in the center of the SDSU campus. The conceptual reach 
of this project will hinge upon how you can take the constraints associated with the stadium typology 
and expand them to explore the relationship among enclosure, program, structure and landscape. 

1. SITE + LANDSCAPE 
The site proper or immediate site for the project is the current location of Sexhauer Field. Before 
exploring ideas of enclosure you will study the relationship between the site proper and the site context 
(SDSU Campus). The proposed design of the JackRabbit Green will play a critical role in the manner in 
which you engage the urban context of the SDSU campus. Take advantage of the proximity of the studio 
site and visit as much as possible. 
How does a small-scale stadium engage a large-scale landscape?

2. ENCLOSURE + LANDSCAPE
You will examine the role of enclosure and distinguish between introverted landscapes and extroverted 
landscapes. This distinction is relevant because a majority of stadiums operate as introverted landscapes 
,which do not facilitate the expansion of the horizontal ground surface. 
How is enclosure created and what is the relationship between enclosure and landscape?

COURSE INFORMATION

CONTACT INFORMATION

ARCH 352 + 452 | ARCHITECTURAL STUDIO I + III | SMALL STADIUM : BIG LANDSCAPE
Department of Architecture (DoArch): South Dakota State University | Credits: 5
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 2:00 - 5:00pm | Depuy Military Hall: room 105 

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS (2009)

SOLBERG HALL + AME BUILDING

LINCOLN MUSIC HALL

SD ART MUSEUM

MEDARY AVENUE

CAMPANILLE

CAMPUS GREEN

COUGHLIN ALUMNI STADIUM

SDSU WOMEN’S SOCCER PRACTICE FIELD

BRIGGS LIBRARY

DEPUY MILITARY HALL (DoArch)

SEXHAUER FIELD (Site Proper)

ARMORY “THE BARN” (DoArch)

Federico Garcia Lammers | Instructor 
Department of Architecture | South Dakota State University

Email: federico.garcia-lammers@sdstate.edu 
All emails MUST include ARCH 352 + 452 as the subject of the email. Students MUST identify 
themselves in emails. Instructor will respond to emails within 48hrs, not including weekends.

Office: Solberg Hall 316 | Office hours: Tu. & Th. 2:00-5:00pm (or by appointment)
Website: smallstadiumbiglandscape2014.wordpress.com
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3. PROGRAM + LANDSCAPE
As a part of your study we will speak with the SDSU women’s soccer team and staff.  Coach Lang 
Wedemeyer has agreed to allow us to visit the team’s practices. Visiting with the team will help you 
understand the relationship between program and team rituals that are associated with the operation of 
a college soccer team.  In addition to providing the necessary amenities for the team, the programmatic 
scope of this project will ask you to consider the public role of the stadium. 
What are the potential programmatic overlaps between stadium and landscape? 

4. STRUCTURE + LANDSCAPE
As a building studio you will focus on the role of structure and technology as a method of exploring and 
developing your stadium design. The initial method of exploration will ask you to engage the ground.  
Through this exploration you are expected to develop a clear structure/material based approach to 
how your stadium addresses the ground as both a surface and a mass. 
What is the relationship between structure, materials and the landscape as surface and mass? 

Below is the primary list of readings required for studio. These readings will be assigned throughout 
the rest of the semester and available as PDFs on the studio website.  Additional readings and other 
texts will be placed on course reserve at Briggs Library. I expect everyone to make full use of the 
library resources. In addition to the studio website I encourage everyone to visit the topics course 
website for ARCH 492: MEGA CIVIC: STADIUM DESIGN + URBAN POLITICS. 
doarch492stadia2014.wordpress.com
 
Allen, Stan and McQuade, Marc. Landform Building: Architecture’s New Terrain. Lars Muller, 2011. 

Bachelard, Gaston. The Poetics of Space (Nesting). New York: Beacon Press, 1994.

Balmond, Cecil. Informal. London: Prestel, 2007.

Burns, Carol and Kahn Andrea. Site Matters: Design Concepts, Histories and Strategies. New York: Routledge, 2004.

Mateo, Josep Luis and Sauter, Florian. Natural Metaphor: Architectural Papers III, An Anthology of Essays on Architecture and Nature. 
Zurich: Actar & ETH, 2007.

Ruby, Ilka and Ruby, Andreas. Groundscapes: The Rediscovery of the Ground in Contemporary Architecture. Barcelona: Gustavo Gili 
SL, 2006.

You will also be expected to use the solberg shop and other model building resources. If you are not 
familiar with  these resources please set some time aside to speak with your colleagues or ask me.

STUDIO DESCRIPTION
CONT’D

RESOURCES

JACKRABBIT GREEN MASTER PLAN BY CONFLUENCE / Sexhauer Field is occupied by a pair of Social Sciences Buildings with a parking lot behind (Top right side of image)
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Three (3) groups of five (5) students each will collect and share information about each one of the 
topics outlined below. Gathering information is not the same as doing research. Research entails a 
transformation and assertive method of utilizing the information gathered.  Each group is responsible 
for formatting their work on an 8.5 x 11 (landscape). Verify that the scale of drawings and diagrams you 
have collected and made is consistent. Please assign a team leader that can help organize your team’s 
workflow. Each team will pin-up their work and present their work digitally on Monday (March. 3rd). This 
information will be pinned up in studio and shared on the studio website.

This team is responsible for making and collecting diagrams that show the typical NCAA Division I 
soccer field dimensions and regulations. Below is a list of the minimum information that should be a 
part of your presentation.

a. Dimensions of all lines and boundaries of an NCAA soccer field (halfway line, penalty boxes, etc)
b. Minimum setbacks from the field (how far do the spectators have to be)
c. Player bench locations and warm-up areas.
d. Field slope (what are the minimum slope req. for the field)
e. Optimal orientation and field direction (what is the effect of the sun)
f.  Lighting Requirements (what is the position and scale of stadium lights)

This team is responsible for making and collecting diagrams that show the typical NCAA Division I 
seating and viewing constraints. Below is a list of the minimum information that should be a part of 
your presentation.

a. Occupancy & Sizing (how much space does 1 seat need - how much space do 2000 seats need)
b. Seating rows (what is the maximum number of  continuous rows of seats) 
c. Egress and circulation (what are the egress and circulation req. based on a 2000 seat stadium)
d. Viewing (what are the optimal viewing locations, angles, and distances for a soccer field)
e. Inclination (what is the min. and max. allowable rake for a seating section) 
f.  What are the criteria for sound and acoustics (overhead enclosure, etc)

This team is responsible for making and collecting diagrams that show the conditions presented by the 
Jackrabbit Green Master Plan, the most current SDSU 2025 Master Plan and the history of the Sexhauer 
Field site. Your presentation should give clear insight into the implications of the campus master plan 
initiatives and the history of the site proper. At a minimum you should answer the following questions.

What is the scope of the Jackrabbit Green Master Plan (size and location)
How does the Jackrabbit Green Master Plan impact the site proper (Sexhauer field).
What is the relationship between the Jackrabbit green and the other green spaces on campus.

What is the role of athletic facilities in the 2025 Master Plan.
How is circulation and pedestrian movement addressed in the 2025 Master Plan.
What is the role of parking and vehicular movement in the 2025 Master Plan.
What are the boundaries and limits of the SDSU campus?
How is entry into the SDSU campus defined?

What is the history of Sexhauer Field (origins, construction, original use, etc)
How is Sexhauer field used in the context of the SDSU campus?

 

GROUP RESEARCH

TEAM 1 (Field Scale)

TEAM 2 (Spectator Scale)

TEAM 3 (Context Scale)



PG 05    |   smallstadiumbiglandscape2014.wordpress.com

SMALL STADIUM : BIG LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURAL STUDIO I + III | ARCH 352 + 452 | SPRING 2014
Federico Garcia Lammers | Instructor | Department of Architecture | South Dakota State University

SMALL STADIUM : BIG LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURAL STUDIO I + III | ARCH 352 + 452 | SPRING 2014
Federico Garcia Lammers | Instructor | Department of Architecture | South Dakota State University

STADIUM (Seating) 

STADIUM (Field) 

AMENITIES (Internal) 

AMENITIES (External) 

SERVICE AREAS

1500 - 2000 people, minimum of 1500 seats 
- Stadium occupancy needs to include circulation (ADA access) 

Soccer Field + Utilities (lights + scoreboard) per NCAA Division I regulations and standards

Locker rooms: Home      (+/- 2500 sq.ft)
-30 lockers, 10 Shower stalls, 5 restroom stalls, 5 sinks & storage    
 
Locker rooms: Visiting     (+/- 2500 sq.ft)
-30 lockers, 10 Shower stalls, 5 restroom stalls 5 sinks & storage     
 
Locker rooms: Referees       (+/- 300 sq.ft)
-2 Shower stalls, 1 restroom stall, 2 sinks + storage
    
Offices: head coach, assistant coach, graduate assistant   (+/- 750 sq.ft)
-provide field visibility

Athletic Training + Facilities Room     (+/- 2500 sq.ft)

Laundry Room       (+/- 700 sq.ft)

Media Room       (+/- 500 sq.ft)
- game announcements and statistics
- area to film games.

Team Meeting room      (+/- 800 sq.ft)

APPROXIMATE TOTAL     +/- 10,550 sq.ft

Public entry and drop-off area     (+/- 3000 sq.ft)

Concessions / Cafe Seating      (+/- 2500 sq.ft)
    
Ticket Office       (+/- 800 sq.ft)
 
Kitchen + prep. space      ( +/- 600 sq.ft)

Event / Gallery space      (+/- 4000 sq.ft)

Men’s & Women’s restrooms (size per stadium occupancy)            -

Landscape + Exterior spaces                -

APPROXIMATE TOTAL     +/- 10,900 sq.ft   
 

General storage + Field Maintenance     (+/- 1000 sq.ft)

Loading area + Emergency Access (truck/bus width)               -

   

PROGRAM ELEMENTS The following list constitutes the primary programmatic elements for the design of your stadium.


